‘Buck Wilder’ author visits Hartland

Hartland, Pinckney

special events to focus on literature

By Christopher Nagy
DVILY PREGS & ARGUE

“We imlked abost i, We pemd
abaut it ... He's here”

S0 wenl Bark Henlond's
intredusction of the famed and
fahled “Buck Wilder” this week
at Round Elementary School in
Hartland Township,

It was Hariland schools® way
of celchbmting March  os
Mationme] Reading Month. (e
Livisguon dasmicis are oele-
brating as well.

schools schedule

In Pincloney, Wedneaday was
Authors Day ot Farley Hill
E[Fn:fr.l.ﬂ.l’j' Schoenl, which
imvited ina host of professional
writers and illustrabors.

Hound slm}:r’s hesird Froam
Wikder, wha is the alterego of
Traverse Cl!]-' resident Tim
Smith, the creator of 1he “Buck
Wilder" children's book serses,
who Benford, medin specialis
at the school, helped bring w
e district 1o celebrate Manch
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as Mational Reading Monsh,

“1 serve on the March s
Reading Month Commitiee, and
we were locking o bring an
author to the distriet's elemen-
lary schools as well as the fifth-
and  sisth-grade  building,"
Benford said. “This is something
we've been planning since last
spring. 1 ihink the kids really
love i

Smith wrrived in Hanland
Consolidated Schools Monday
with plans o wisit all of the dis-
irigt’s  primary  facilities by
today.

S0 far, he has suthored thres
Boaks i the Buck Wilder ceries,
starting with “Buck Wilder's
Small Pry Pishing Guide,” &nd
rounding off ithe serles with

First-grador
dulie
Sharman
turns in
amazemeant
to her
classmate
Megan

| Wencel as

| author Tim
Smith makes
an impromtu
water buckal
by folding a
plece of
paaper.

“Buck Wilder's Small Twig
Hiking & Camping Cuide”™ and
“Buck Wilder's Lisile Skipper
Bonting Geide.”

“I'm =n owtdoor guy. Smith
snid,

“But | dop't hive &n outdoor
look,” he added.

Fortunately, the gruff and
bearded “Buck Wilder” does
have the look of an experienced
ouldoorsman, &, with the help
of Smith end some of his
employess ot his sinlned glass
shop In Traverse City, Buck
Wilder graclously steppsd Im
Smith’s books & the cenlral
charncter.

“The best decision | ever made
Wilk ol 1o put my name and fsce
in miy books," Smith sald

With hiz books, Smith’s pre-
semtnilons are ﬂ_{rl.l‘ﬂl fownrd
imspinng students ta read, wrile,
use their imaginalion and believe
in themaelves,

He explains ihe valwe of hard
work and persistence, but shows
that work can be fun and that
growing up doesi't mean shut-
ting down your creativity,

He also talks ahowt how it's
OK te make misiakes, and that
they can he learning
EXPEriCnCes,

“I's QK 1o H_u:rr Upr SOME-
tlimes.” he sabd,

Throughouat the day Tweesday,
Smith spoke to several assem-
blies of siudents at Round
Elementary abowt how  he
becume na author, how he uses

his imagimation 16 ereate his
hooks and how he comes up with
characters in bis books,

*1 mever wanted o be am
suthor.” Smith said. =1 wanied io
do Just one thing: Go Mshing,
You're not [coking al @ guy wha
likes to fish. You're looking &t a
guy whe loves 1o fish.”

I 1995, Smith began his work
on Buck Wilder's fishing guide,

The book =old mare Lhan
[, copies, prompling
Smith to spesd o yeor reviving
the Wilder character for the fol-
Ipw-up “Back Wilder's Small
T'-Il'|ﬂ Hun:ing & Cump:n;
Guide.”

His second hook, Smith said,
eonlaing kg Favorie drnwipg

Inspired by his own children's
inquiries and explorations in
their own back yards, Smith

diew Buck Wilder crawling
through the womds, irscking ani-
mnls,

The picture includes o chart of
bath animal tracks as well as
droppings.

“l made a poop char,” Smilh
suidd, “This is the anly book In
wouur library w e e '_l,'tlu'“ figd a
poop chart, 1'm very prowd of
that.™

Hiz third hook, “Buock
Wilder's Little Skipper Booting
Cuide,” come out in 2001, The
serizs has kept Smith busy ever
since, speaking o fans w0
schools arousd the siate.

Ruck Wilder is about 1o get a
lictbe bii wilder. He's making
the leap from the page to the
living room on o nationwide
daily Yminute television show
an PBS.



